
           
July 28, 2021 

 

 

Dear parents, students and members of the Newfane Community: 

 
I hope everyone is enjoying the summer. I wanted to take just a moment to update you on several important items 

as we continue our preparations for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
American Rescue Plan Funding survey- I would like to extend my thanks to everyone who participated in our 

American Rescue Plan federal funding survey.  We received a great many responses, and the feedback you 

provided will help inform us and shape our decisions about spending the federal funds that have been made 

available to us.  Many of you recognized the need to focus our efforts on addressing the issue of “learning loss” 

and helping our students prepare for a return to their classrooms in September.  As some of you may be aware, we 

are beginning our third week of our first Pre-K to 8 summer program. This program, which is focused on 

reinforcing the academic skills of our students in anticipation of their return to a traditional classroom setting in 

September, has been very successful so far.  We are also considering a variety of options for similar programs to 

run after school in the new school year.  More information on that will be forthcoming.   
 
Capital Project- I also wanted to provide a brief update on the “Newfane 2020- Building Our Future” capital 

improvement project. Earlier this month the architectural plans for the capital project were submitted to the New 

York State Education Department for their review and eventual approval. This submission was actually slightly 

ahead of schedule, and while it marks a milestone in the progress of the capital project, it by no means indicates 

that the work of our many committees is done. During the two to three-month review process, the work of our 

committees will continue as we finalize plans and fine-tune the specifics of the capital project work. If all goes 

according to our proposed timeline, we should be ready to go out to bid on the project this coming Fall and 

anticipate breaking ground for the first phase of the capital project in March of 2022. 
 
Return to Classes in September- Speaking of this fall, I am sure there are many questions out there about what 

the return to school in September will look like. Alongside my colleagues around the Niagara-Orleans BOCES 

region, I continue to wait for guidance from the New York State Education Department regarding the specific 

requirements for our return to in-person instruction in September. The most recent communication we have 

received from SED indicates that they will defer decisions about masking and social distancing requirements to 

the New York State Department of Health, as they view these decisions as “health and safety” matters which are 

more properly addressed by the NYSDOH.  Regardless, the Newfane Central School district will continue to plan 

for all students to return to school full-time, every day in September under a more traditional format.  However, 

we will follow any guidance provided to us from NYSED and/or NYSDOH upon our return in September.  
 
Currently, we are operating our summer program under the most recent guidance that has been shared with us 

from the NYSDOH.  In the worst-case scenario, and NO decisions are forthcoming from NYSED or NYSDOH, 

we will start the new school year under these protocols, with all students attending every day. 
 
However, if this guidance changes prior to the start of the new school year, we will adjust our protocols 

accordingly.   
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Remote Instruction- Also, unless we are specifically directed to do so by the NYSED, Newfane CSD will NOT 

offer a “remote learning” option in the fall.  In the event that a remote option is mandated by NYSED, Newfane 

will in all likelihood provide that service through the Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES); 

remote instruction will not be provided by Newfane staff members.   

 
I know there are some in our community who are looking for more definitive answers so they can make education 

decisions for the fall; unfortunately, the specific information they are looking for is just not available yet.  As 

further decisions are made at the state level, I will communicate that information to you as soon as possible.   

 
Sincerely,  

 
Michael Baumann 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

Newfane Summer Enrichment Program Protocols- July/August 2021 

• Choosing to wear a mask is encouraged and always an option. 

• Bus Travel  

o Masks should be worn on buses by both vaccinated and unvaccinated students and staff.   

• Safety Protocols  

o The 3-foot social distancing guidance should be continued whenever practicable; 

however, small group instruction and students working together in groups will be 

allowed. 

o All other safety protocols (frequent cleaning and disinfecting of high touch surfaces, 

etc.) will continue as currently in place.  

• Outside on School Property  

o Masks are not required to be worn outside on school property by either vaccinated or 

 unvaccinated students and staff.  

• Inside School Buildings  

o Masks should be worn by vaccinated and unvaccinated staff and students whenever moving 

inside of buildings (upon arrival, during the change of classes, at dismissal).  

o Masks may be removed by vaccinated and unvaccinated staff and students once seated in the 

classroom or in group or cohort settings (cafeteria, phys ed, etc).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


